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1 put them in a manila envels ope and zovetice

ar.

l
|
2 later I made up the nawe and address. (
8 - Q Wiy did you want to keep three of them cut?
4 A Because all of the bullets had not been identified,

as I recall. There were some of the bullets ia the victbmé//

6 that had not been recovered, that we were to take out at a

7 later time,
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8 We attempted to take cut -- at a later time.

° Q What t did you mark the four bullets wich? Did

you mark them in aﬁ§ way, the bullets that went in to the

11 Grand Jury? - h i ’ ’ T e H—‘_‘\‘“‘
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j A I put my init{g}g~ggafhsgi_yes. a

5 1 Q Which one of the four did you ident*fy as the ;/g
; 1 matching bullet taken from the victim? /{ﬁ”%mvi ~ { /
i 15 A 1 did not 1dentify any of those four. I said

i _

o 16 these were bullets that were used. But actually one of the

v three bullets that I took -~ the better bullets ~- would

18 be one of the better matching bullets,

1 Q Now, the bullets in the Grand Jury became what

20

exhibit, do you recall?
2 A I would have no idea,

Q  All right,

22
2 Well, you testified in the Grand Jury proceedings

-% that the bullets that were contained -- the four bullets

® that were contained in the envelope, whatever designation it

26 had ,matched, the bullets taken from the victim; ig that

27
correct?

28

A The Kennedy?

—
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‘une 5, 1968 - Wedresday
1:90 a.m. - Received call at home
2:0C a.m. - Arrived at Ambassador.

Crime Scene ~ Sgt. MacArthur
Photoagrapher - Charles Ccllier
Orientation photos taken.

Crime scene search for physical evidence.

4:00 a.m. - Peguested Sergeant LaVallee for crime scene sketch.
Reconstruction of firing positions.
Second (2nd) search of crime scene.

B:00 a.m, - Returned to Parker Center for more equipment.
f 8:30 a.m, - Rampart Station - Lt. Hughes to discuss case.
i 9:30 a.m, - Ambassador Fotel - Further search of crime scenre.
} 10:30 a.m. - Swept entire floor surface of kitchen and west ante ;
! room.

Searched debris for physical evidence.
1:30 p.m,. - Parker Center.
1:45% p.m. - Central Property - Parker Center.

item $29 - Poss. 22 cal. slug (Stroll)
——> JTtem #22 Iver Johnson Rev.
~ Ttem #12 &8 expended shells
Item #1 22 cal. slug (Goldstein)
‘ Item #2 Mt. slip
Item #3 - Receipt :

t

2:00 p.m, - Laboratory.
Fxamined Iver Johnson to Adetermine number of shots
fired.
Type of ammunition used.
Working conditions of weapon.

3:30 p.m, - Examination of ceiling tile from scene.
Chemical and microscopic.

5:30 p.m, - End of Watch.
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"Because the exhibits under the custody of the
County Clerk's Office were handled, examined and
photographed by unauthorized persons and mishandled
by County Clerk exhibit personnel, there exists a
reservation on the part of the 1971 Los Angeles
County Grand Jury relating to the present integrity
of the ballistics exhibits which were introduced
into evidence both during the Grand Jury presenta-
tion on June 7, 1968, and during the subsequent
trial of the defendant Sirhan B. Sirhan. Since
this evidence is presently out of the jurisdiction
of Los Angeles County, we are unable to substantiate
these reservations,”

Following the District Attorney's extensive investigation into

the handling of the exhibits and the Grand Jury inquiry, the in-

vestigation into Mrs. Blehr's charges continued.
SUMMARY

The basic errors in the Blehr allegations stem from two related
incidents:

(1) L.A.P.D. criminalist DeWayne Wolfer mislabeled the envelope
which was received in court as People's Exhibit No. 55. The en-
velope contained three bullets test-fired by Mr. Wolfer from the
gun taken from Sirhan B. Sirhan (Serial No. H53725). Mr. Wolfer

mistakenly labeled the envelope with the serial number H18602.

The latter is the serial number of an ivefzJohnson .22 calibre

cadet model gun -- the same make and model as the weapon seized
from Sirhan -- which Mr, Wolfer uscd for other Sirhan case tests
—— _\-——___\—————//-——M

on June 11, 1968, five days after he tested the Sirhan weapon.
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On June 6, 1968, Mr. Wolfer recovered seven bullets which were
7% %;ftww ——
test-fired into a water tank from the Sirhan gun (H53725) All

. —— - - —
= i, — ——

seven bullets were compared w1th the bullet removed from the

51xth cerv1cal vertebra of Senator Kennedy _After maklng these

- [ [

comparlsons Mr Wolfer p051t1vely identified the Sirhan gun as
having fired the bullet removed from Senator Kennedy.

Four of the seven test bullets were introduced before the Grand
Jury as Grand Jury Exhibit No. 5-B on June 7, 1968. Three of
the remaining bullets remained under lock and kKey in the custody
of Mr. Wolfer for comparison with bullets not yet recovered

from other Sirhan victims. These were the three bullets which
later made up Exhibit No. 55 at the trial in the mislabeled en-
velope.

(2) Mr. Wolfer conducted two series of ballistic tests. The

first was conducted on June 6 1968 with the gun seized from

== = -
SlrhandBi_ﬁlrhan and ‘the bullets from thls test were used to

1dent1fy the bullets removed from ‘the v1ct1ms of the crime.

e e S

The second tests were conducted on June 11, 1968, and Mr. Wolfer
< - — L ———

used a weapon obtalned from the Property Division of L A, P D

<

The use of this weapon (Serlal No H18602) was nece551tated by

—

the fact that Slrhan s weapon had been entered in ev1dence

———— e e T —

before the Grand Jury and a. court order restrlcted 1ts avalla-

b111ty The second tests were conducted to determine sound
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- characteristics and to verify muzzle distance by examining gun-
7 S e —————

e — ™

powder patterns, This gun was destroyed in July 1969 in accor-
s ——— -

dance with State law.

e e

With the background of these two factors -- the mislabeling of
the envelope and the instance of separate tests with separate
guns for separate ballistic purposes -- Mrs, Blehr's charges

may be examined.

(1) Mrs. Blehr alleges that Wolfer testified that Sirhan's gun
(Serial No. H53725) fired bullets into three victims and the
envelope of Court Exhibit No. 55 indicates that another gun
(Serial No. H18602) fired the three bullets removed from the
victims. She further alleges that he thus violated the funda-
mental firearm identification "precept" that "positive identi-
fication of an evidence bullet as having been fired from a
particular gun and no other must be based on a comparison of
~the evidence bullet with a test bullet recovered from the same

evidence gun and no other."

Our investigation reveals that the first allegation is the re-
sult of a mislabeled envelope and not the firing of another gun

in the pantry of the Ambassador Hotel on June 5, 1968, Mr. Wolfer,
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People's Panel
Exhibit 1D
No. No. Description
5B Tagged envelope, Case # A 233 421
(Grand Envelope marked: Victim: Robert Kennedy
Jury) Los Angeles Police Dept. Crime Lab Test Shot
Name: Doe, John Date 6-5-68
Address:
Make: Iver Johnson Cal. .22 Type: Rev. ¥
No. H53725°  DR# 68-521466 ’t
Crime: 217 P.C. Officer: Melendez S _
Signed: DeWayne A. Wolfer TN
Contents: -
D .22 LR HP Copper coated, No ID, "D" on nose. ' !
E .22 LR HP Copper coated, No ID, "E" on nose. -
F .22 LR HP Copper coated, No ID, "“F" on nose. <::
G .22 LR HP Copper coated, No ID, "G" on nose.
6 Tagged Envelope, Case # A 233 421

Envelope Marked: Evidence
Date: 6-5-68 Div: H.D. DR# 68-521 466

Name: Doe, John Booking # 495 139

Ltocation: Rampart Charge: 217 P.C.

Officer: Calkins 7237 Div: HD O
22 < N/O/a/

1-Revolver Cal.

‘4
Contents: o ¥4?gbl Q;&C

Revolver, Iver Johnson "Cadet", caliber .22 LR.

eight shot, blued steel, serial number: H53725,

top strap marked: Iver Johnson Cadet Mod. 55-SA Pat. Pend.
I. J. A. & C. Wks.

Fitchburg, Mass. U.S.A.

A form was designed so that each panel member could record data, based on his
personal observation of the evidence. This form, when completed by all examiners,
was used as a basis for the first joint report, as authorized by paragraph 1,
Court Order #4, which reads:

"The panel of firearems examiners shall file joint reports as to:
(a) their determination whether or not the condition of any of the
exhibits is such that at the present time a reliable firearms identification

can be made, and

(b) their determination of the characteristics specified on pate 8,
lines 1 through 8, of the Order for Retesting of Exhibits dated September 18, 1975."

The joint report with a sampling of the individual worksheets follows.

d



People's Panel

Exhibit ID
No. No. Description
52 Envelope marked: Evidence
Date: 6-5-68 Div. Central DR. #68-521466
Name: Sirhan, Sirhan B. Booking # 495139
Location: 16237 Ventura Blvd. Charge 187 P.C.
Officer: Feddema 11044 Div. W. Valley
Item #113 - 1-Bullet expended .22 cal/
Goldstein
6 Contents: Ny Lo
Vial: Bullet from Ira Goldstein Age 19 ARG
Dr. M. Finkel Initialed DW P-ID-6
1 copper colored coated bullet, .22 L.R., hollow point
marked "DW" on nose, marked 6 on base.
53 Envelope Tagged, Case # A 233 421
Envelope marked: Evidence
Date: 6-6-68 Div: RAMP DR# 68-521466
Name: Sirhan, Sirhan B. Booking # 495139
Officer: Brandt 10004 RAMP
Item #45 2 bullet fragments
Evans
7 Contents: Voo
Gauze containing approx. 5 fragments. T
Largest fragment copper coated lead, flattened.
54 Tagged Envelope, Case # A 233 421
Envelope marked: Evidence
Date: 6-6-68 Div: RAMP DR# 68-521466
Name: Sirhan, Sirhan B. Booking # 495139
Location: Kaiser Hospital Offense: 187 P.C.
Officer: L.M. Orozco 11072 RAMP
Item #56 1- bullet expended
Weisel
8 Contents: ey
Vial: Weisel, William 6/5/68 Initialed "DW" 'f
1-copper colored coated bullet, .22 L.R. hollow point .
marked LM on base DW on ogive, 8 on nose. ‘
55 Tagged Envelope, Case # A 233 421
Envelope marked: Los Angeles Police Dept.
Crime Lab Test Shot
Name: Sirhan, S. B. Date: 6-6-68
Make: I&J Cal. .22 Type: Rev.
No. H 18602 DR # 68-521466
Crime: 187 P.C.
H- 18602 - Cadet Model
A .22 LR HP Copper coated "DW" on crimped nose cr
B .22 LR HP Copper coated "DW" on crimped nose 42;////’“
C .22 LR HP Copper coated "DW" on crimped nose.

7Lj
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