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This Depagrtment has received an affidavit from William W.
Harper, whe, according to the affidavit, is now and has
for 35 years been engaged as a consulting criminalist.

Mr. Harper stated in his affidavit that he has examined
two axhibits in the Sirhan B, Sirhan case, and as a result
of this examimation, beliewves an error was made by a member

of this Department.

The exhibits involved are No. 47, a bullet removed from the
neck of Semator Bobart Kennedy, and M¥o. 54, a bullet remowved
from William Weinel.

The following is the verbatim statement by Mr. Harper
regarding the error: "My examinstions disclosed no individual
characteristics establishing that Exhibit 47 and Exhibit 54
had been fired by the same gun. In fact, my examinations
disclosed that bullet Exhibit 47 has a rifling angle of
spproximately 23 misutes (14%) greater than the rifling angle

of bullet BExhibit 54. It is, therefore, my opinion that
hnll:uﬂandﬂwaldnothaﬂbeenﬁredfmthem

gun.

This request is to ascertain the validity of the above state-
ment and what factors, if any, would be involved to make
ths statement scientific and objsctive.
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