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TRANSCRIPT OF RECORDED INTERVIEW OF
THANE CESAR

RECORDED AT RAMPART DETRCTIVE DIVISION
JUNE 5, 1968

QUESTIONED

REPORTED BY: JUDY C., HERMANDEZ, INTERMAL APPAIRS DIVISIO

(#) INDICATES UNINTELLIGIBLE CONVERSATION.

Q

A
Q

Q
A
Q
A
Q

» O > O > O >

right with you, What is yowr name?

and everything and never finished it.

name is McGann., We work downtown, central, Homdeide,

You're a special officer employed by--

BY: SGT. R. L., CALKINS #7287, HOMICIDE DIVISION
SGT. M, J. MCGANN #10329, HOMICIDE DIVISION

L L] L4

8it down on the other side over there and be

Cesar,
Cesar?
SGT. McGANN: Ha started to £1411 out a report

Okay, What's your rirst name?
Thane, T-h-a-n-e,

C-e-~

-—8-8-P,

Okay. Mr, Cesar, my nams's Calkins and his

Ace Guard Service.

Ase Guard Ssrvise?

Retired after tonight, I like those gquiet Jobs.
Where dopawork out of?

You mean--

The office?

Well, see, I don't--I think I might have a camd
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here,
2 ! Q Okay.

3! A Actually, I don't work out of a offfce because,
4 ] actually, whenever he needs us, he just calls uws and tells
] ‘ us where--

6 Q I see, Who's "het"

A Toa Spangler, Hi's one of the guys that was

8 giving the name and the address,

’ Q That's 8720 Woodley Avenus?

10 A Right,

1 Q In Sepulveda, The phone number is 894-5717?
12 A Right,

13 Q Do you have another job also, Mr. Ceosar?

14 A Yes, I do,

15 Q Your boss, your immdiate supervisor's name ig
16 | Tom Spangler? '
17 A That's right. That's the only ons I've ever
18 dealt with,

19 Q Okay. Real good,

20 A That's his home phone numbser, If you want his

2t home phone number, that's his home phone,
Q Let's see, What's that?

A That is his home phone mumber. That's in 8imi,
3 Q  805--

A Uh huh (yes).

Q --526-9660, What di1d he do, phons you up tonight
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or--and tell you that he wanted ydu down at the Ambassador
Hotel?

A I got home from work at 4:30, and he called me
about gquarter to five, and I wasnft going to work, but I

decided to and--

Q #hat is your noraal business?

A I'm a maintenance plusber at Lockheed,

Q You work at Lockhsed Airocraft? i
A Right,.

Q What department? :
A 3922 Maintenance, plant B-5. i
Q You wxrk days? ‘
A Right, 7:00 to 3:30, i
Q Seven a.s, to 3:307 :
A Right, x g

Q And you got home from work there tonight and
you got a phone call from Mr. Spangler?

A To go to work.
Q To go to work at the Ambassador Hotel. Wmat

naiate! )
iy g,
il Y -

time did he tell you to report there?
A I was supposed to be there at 6:00 and I got.

there five after,

P o

Q Who did you report to there?

A Let's sse, I got the name here. Well, I repopted
to the security shack-down at the bottom of the stairas?
Q Uh huh (yes).

d e iy e

2856




v A And then they took me up to--paper right here;
.| took me up to this guy, Gardner. He's the head security

s ' guy here,

. Q Mr, Gardner?

) A At the Ambapgsador,

s Q Is that room 7247

1 A That was beeper nwaber, He had a little page

s | boy.

’ Q  And what did he tell yow to do?

10 A Well, this is his sergeant here, this gwy ande-
1 Q That's K-a-w-a-l-e~c?

12 A Kawalec, I guess,

1 Q Kawalec?

4 A And he took me down to the Asbassador Room first

s | and stationed me on the front door and then there was thyee
18 of us on the front door there, the main door, and everybedy
i that wanted to take a tour through the bullding and ebeek
18 all the exits and maks sure thare wasn't kids trying to

19 | sneak in,

2 Q Uh huh {yes).

a1 A And from there, oh, I'd say about 8:30, I went

down to the ballrooa, whieh is downstaire--
Q Uh huh (yes).

] 2 | A  --and was there for a while; I'd say about a half
28 hour.
28 Q was that the Embassy Pallroom?
) ——
’ul-ur
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A Uh huh (yes). Let's zes, this is where I was,
right here, at this door.

Q Un huh (yes).

A And he took me down to--goily. They called it
the ballroom, but I think it was right underneath this,

Q Below the Embassy Ballroom?

A Uh huh (yes).

Q Uh huh (yes).

A There's another ballroom. I don't know exaotly
what they celled it, but we went down the stairs and back
around, It seemed like 1t was under there,

Q  Un huh (yes).

A But I wae there for about half sn hour, an houwr
and a half, and then froa there I came pack up here and
right here this 48 a hallway here leading into the kitahen
area and I stood guard right here at this kitchen ares
pecsuse pecple were trying to sneak in through the press
room here and through here to get back inte the Embassy
Room and the PFire Department at that time didn't want any
more people in there, §o-- !

Q Uh huh (yes).

A --we were covering all thes entrances then, 80
that nobody would come in, &and we were only letting the
pyress in at that time, if they had a press card.

Q You were atanding here?

A Yeah, Therets a swinging door right rere, That'
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, . where I waS.

5 | Q And they were coming down this way right hare?
g A They were coming in through the press rood and
. through this swinging door to get through here into the

5 Embassy ROOR.

. Q Now, the press room, 48 the Colonial--

7! A colonial Room.

s l‘i Q That's the same, right?

’ A Right.

10 Q Right. They were just using 41¢ as temporary

i press room?
12 l\ A MShtc
13 \ Q I ses,

Q They were walking down--aid the party, the

1 | Kennedy party was supposed to come down this way here?

10 \ A Yeah, This i3 where they came down originally,

17 \ through here, OF actually they came through heré.

18 | Q And from wbere you wers, gould you see then

9 | ooming oF snything?

2 A Well, now, this was sarlier in the night, Now,

2 around--1 would say around aleven o'alock, they transfoyred
me to this door right bere-=-

3 Q Uh huh (yes).

" ,  --and I stayed there uatil Kemnedy eame ThIQBEN,
and when Kennedy oame through the rirst time.

26 Q when he was going to the=-
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Q Yeah,

A All I daid was hold the people back and, of
course, I was stationed here when he ecams out.

Q Un huh (yes).

A And at that time I was right behiad him all the
way down tO where the stean table. was,

Q@  Uh huh (yes).

A And then, Jjust as he got to the steam table,

1 was up tohﬂuberclhndaboldothllmhire. I ¢
was pushing people sway from the other arm,

Q You were on--

Q You were on whieh side of him?

A 1 was on his right side,

Q His right side’

A Yes.

Q  Un hun (yes).

A And at that moment when we got on the edge of
the steam table, he nad reashed out and gort of turmed
to shake hande with somebody.

Q surned to his left? 8

A Well, he was walidng this way and he turned
just like this, just his body, besause, when he 4id4, Wy
hand broke lo0ose~--s0rt OF broks looss, away from his ANE,
and, of course, I grabbed it again because paople were 1l

over the place.

7
A 7o the stage, right.
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N Q People were pressing in pretty elose?
2 l A Right. Now, at that time, I Just happened to

1o0ok up and that's when I peen--all I ecould see was &n arm

4 and s gun.
6! A And I reached for mine, put it was too late.

1 | He had done fired five shots and when he did, I ducied

s | because I was a® close as Kennedy was, and fros what I ean
] remember, from what I 44d, I grabbed for the oenter and

0| fell back., When I ducked, I threw myself off balanee and
n| rell back and when I hit -=there's iceboxes right here}

12 right in thie area, there's icsboxes, and I fell against
13 that and then the Senpator fell right down in Zront of m®
| and then I truend around; then sees blood coming dovm

s | this side of his face.

16 Q Which side 18 that?
3 1 A  Right. Well, see, Lo &8 laying back this wey.
s | It would be his right side.
¢ i Q  Right side of his face?
bow s Right. And I reached dovn to--reslly, thef

al 1 was in pandemoniwa, 1 dsd look up to sesd that everydedy
that was in the area pad grabbed chis guUR. There Bmest:
have been 12 guys and all they were doing wag kioking hix
and peating him and try@togot th.gunnnytmm.,
pecause ons guy 4id foroetia ‘hand up and he did have the gun
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Q Un huh (yes)., Did you get a good look at this
guy"

A 1 never seen hie face because he was a short

man, He was standing behind the camera crews and all I
could see was his hand and the gun. His face was immediately
hidden from me., That's how short he was,

Q Did you get a look at the gum?

A I really didn't get a real good look at it.
I knew it wasn't a .38 when it went off because I've
shot a .39 and a .22, and I oan téll the difference.

Q what kind of gun did you think 1t was?

A I suspected it was a .22, New, I mean right

or wrong, I ocan't be an expert at it from just the sound,
but 1t didn't sound like a .38 to me.

Q Mow, I'll show you a gun here, serial number
H53725. Does that appear to be similar to the gun that

you saw?

A Well, to bs honest with you, all I can my that

I can remember is looking up and seeing the end of the gwm.
¢ It appeared to be a .22, It appeared to me to be a .22,

Q was it a revolver?

A Yos, it looked like a pevolver because ap SOOR
as I looked up and spotted 1t, the shots went off; so 1t
was an instanteous thing. I mean, { didn'‘t have a secend
chance, you know, to get a good look at 1t or him, but I did«-
I did look up Just as I ey and to me it looked like he was

.~ e, i ..
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1 ; arching his arm a little bit 1ike he was getting over the
1

) group of men in front of kin,

3! Q  Reaching around somebody or something?

. i A Yeah, This is why I suspected he was short

s ‘ aleso, I didn't see hi# face.

X Q Uh huh (yes).

1 A And, in fact, there was 80 many guys that jumped

[} on him, I did not see his face afterwards; and then, of

] course, after I did turn around and ss¥ them jump on him,
0 two or three guys fell back against me again, I don't

n | know where they came from and then Murphy--I think 1t was,

12 Murphy, one of the seourity g\nrdl--grabbed--helped me
s | up and he says, "Let get out in front here and stop the

3
1

4 | pandemonium,"” because #e knew what was going to happen,
s | And so I got up and went with him, We went out to these

s | swinging doors and held the people bask because this eoryidor E ’
11| wes just loaded with people. .
s Q Uh huh (yes). §
19 A Because we knew what was going to happen. i 3
2 Q Wwho was on thie door here, §_ S
¢ on A I don't know, You mean after the shootingt il
t n Q No, before the shooting?

A Well, I wae until, I would say, about 9:30,

1 | ten o'clock; then they moved me up here to this door

43 | because this is where they werae heading, 80 we rigured wp'd
et them--if they finally mingled in here, we'd concentrate,
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1| too, on this noint right here and try to--
2 !\ Q In other words, so fer 88 you know, nobody was
3 i'l on this dooT nere then at the time?

4 A No, that was 4t, Vhen we--when the Sema tor
s came out, nobody=--no seourity guard, nobody was in this

s | kitchen nere; 8o this man sould have walked in at any
|

1 \ time,
8] q  Nobody was here then?
’ \ A Nobody was here.
: 10 ’\ Q Could have come 4n as free as anything?
" A Righte. Anybody eould have walked in there.
‘ 1 \\ Q vhich was @ pad situation.
) " ‘ A which was & pad situatlion, pat they Just aiomtt

1| have the melp. They didn't ask for the help and they

|
‘.
u\ ghould have.
18 Q All-Tightye. ve'll reproduce this, We've got

1 our machine here,

: s A 1 don't care.
E 19 Q Do you want this?
‘ L A No.
1 31 Q Okay, Cesar. You going inte acﬂ-mtmﬁ?
A Iem. I don't knov about anybody elge dOowh
there,
34 Q OkaY.
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FEDERAL BJUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date 6/11/6'

THANE, BUGENE CESAR, 1952 Morley, Simi, Celifornie,
“ . ersiewed at his place of employment, Lockheed Aircraft
o rporatinn, R isant, Californis.

CESAR advited he 15 employed on a psrt-time sasis
v he Ase Guard Service, (720 Woocley Avenue, Sepulveds,
Tui wrnla.  CESAR stated in connection with this employment,
ne wng assigned as a guard to the Ambsssador Hotel on the

even‘ng ol June 4, 196C.

CESAR stated he arrived ‘or worX at the Amobassador Hotel
trat evening at 6:05 p.m., snd wes sssigned t> the Em“assy
Rom 7r most o7 the evening. CESAR stated his main function
dir, . the early pari of the evening was td patrol the entrance
.1 the Em essy Room, control drunks, dreak up fights, snd to
keep yorng children from sneeking into the Embassy Room.

Arout 1C:5) p.m. the Emhessy Room wes Hecoming s8¢
crowied that CESAR, at the request 2f the Los Angeles Fire
Mnnrt.ent, was assigned to the kitchen sres dehind the
..oy Room., CESAR stated his function st thet point wes
t. resirict people frm entering the Em sssy Room {rom the
“iochen, allowing sdmittence only to KENNEDY staff members
sad embers of the working press, CESAR stated that it wes
nesrly impossizle to controli people entering the room since s
fnice press badges and stafl Suttons were prevelent. CESAR i ‘
stated ne noticed no one in the kitchen who wes not wearing .

a .uciness sult and noticed no one loitering in s susnicious {
manner

W)

At 11:50 p.m., CESAR was moved to the exit door
jending ‘rom the BEmbsssy Room into the :itchen ares by FRED A,
MURPHY, Security Grard, Ambassador Hotel. CESAR stated st
this t!me he was iniormed by MURPHY the plen wss for fenator
KENNEDY to lesve the Embassy Room through this door after
maling hnis victory speech and proceed through the kitchen to i
the Colonial Room where a press con’erence was scheduled to »e ‘
held. At approximately 12:10 s.m., Senator KENNEDY emerged
from the Embsssy Room into the corridor lesding to the kitchea-

R
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i TRSAF, holding 3erstcr KENNEIY's right arm and holding
'hie orowd bec. witn his right ha:.d, begen to escort the
Sernvter through the crowd.

Ag the Senstor entered the kitchen from the corridor,
aprroxinately ten feet from & steam table, KENNEDY pulled
ivore from CESAR's £rasp and proceeded over to shake hands
with o usady. At this time, CESAR sttempted to stsy ss close
‘o KENNEDY s8 possicle and at the same time, trying to control
‘he crowd, As KENNEDY was shaking hands with s busboy, CESAR
lovked up snd suddenly saw s hand sticking cut of the crowd
teotween two cemers men and the hend wss holding & gun. CESAR
¢ontinued he was bdlinded by the brilliant lights and could not
ree the face of the individual holding the gun. Just as CESAR
sirrted to move to jump on the gus, he saw the red flash come
fron the muzzle. At the ceme time, CESAR was shoved by an
nnanown individual, end the next thing he remem>ered he was
wniothe Tlsor agsinst the ice machine. CESAR ststed he was
arprorimetely [sur feet from the zun when it went off and that
Senstor KENNEDY was approximately two feet from the gun,

CESAR scrambled to his feet, drew his gun, and
moved €2 the Senator. At this time, CESAR stated there
were several men on top of the assassin trying to get the
#un from his gresp. CESAR stated he took a position next
t2> the Senator's body to protect him fram further atteck, and
an0ut three minutes leter was given orders by Axbassador
se~urdty Qusrd MURPHY to get to tae Embassy Roon doors
nnd weep the crowd out. CESAR took his pesition at the
Embassy Room door inside the Embassy Room and stayed there
until epproximetely 2:00 e.m. controlling the crowd.

CESAR stated he did not see SIRHAN at all during
Lthe evening end never saw anyone in the kitchen sres that
was dressed in anything other than s suit except for one
television employee who turned out to be s delivery man.
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e owmocoeG PesT.nE t4O shots  ther a pause and the  trrec
¢ s ts. Trere muy have been more shots, Lut this was hi3
Coust o at tae time., Immedictely thereafter, peof e
¢ 4 ucni‘r.g DRE. back and he saw others lowering Se-atcr
KEneDY to the flsor. The coat hews wearing wes splighed vl
¢ .. uf t.ood. At ihis point, he realized he was a ;hoiogra ner
qot wing.l, teéKAng photographs. He recalls teaking some phcto_rephs
ror. trne top of a neerby serving table. He recalled tha ' s:.mc
>t .er ohotographer took a photograph which showed Mxr. DRLVW c¢n
v serving table taking photographs.

Mr. DREY stated that he is retaining his sport coct
L., - rute conditior. end with the blood spote gtill or 1t in t..e
event thet it i3 reeded et some future' time by the euthori i:s.

Mr. DRE' did not see the Pollice Officers £t <in,; sussect
L1 .t of the area as during this period ne was ' oL.ng for
.t e to call his newspaper, He recal led that oriy .na 1 hs
. ¢ c~ad that he thouznt the suspect was dressed 4in som: v p2
Je ‘ulmp Su b, nhovever, upon further reflectior ;.2 b:licves
v;. L .6 a3 mistaser.. He apparently received this lLiore:sirn of
. o Suwn sult because he thought the suspect’s cl.lhes wur.
1L .. color and possivly blulsh.

Mr. SKEY took no photograph in the kitehen arior C
soe Lnooting and he stated that he did not recall se:ing susgect
STRHAN oT any womsn in a polka dot dress in the kitcian oHriosr to
tie wrodting. He did not recall seeing & voazan in a polka ict
dress in the kitchen after the shooting.

He recalled seeing Reporter RON BENNETT of Jnited Frecs
Trterrational in the kitchen after the shooting, vut he can rot
say if BENNETT was present when the shooting occurrel.

LR R e ¢

L Subsequent to the shooting, he and BORIS Y:RO prc:eede‘ﬁ‘#‘.‘ '

T 4o trne home address of suspect SIRHAN end took a num:er of »roto-

oo Zr. pho., He recalled that YARO discovered what appeared to be & |
i

sl

\; , oy caliber spent siug in @ trash box at the dzck of the ncase. ’ i
W B
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