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Robert F. Kennedy (E%Ei7
68-5731 L 3

GUNSHOT WOUND NO. 3:

The wound of cntry is centered 14 inches (35.6 cm) from
the vertex and B8-1/2 inches (21.6 cm) to the right of
midline, 2 inches (5 cm) from the back antericr to a plane
passing through the skin surface overlying the scapula,
and 1/2 inch (1.2 cm) posterior to the mid-axillary line.
There 1s a necarly circular defect 3/16 inch by slightly
more than 1/38 inch overall (0.5 x 0.4 cm). There is a
thin marginal abrasion rim witheout ecvidenca of charring

or apparent recsiduc in the adjaccnu svin or subjacent soft
tissue. The subcutancous fatity tissue is hcemorrhagic.

The wound path is5 directed mediclly to the left, supcriorly

and posteriorly through soft tissuc of the medial portion

of the axilla and soft tissuae of the upper back, terminating

at & point at the level of the Sth(gﬁﬁw_£3(\vnrtnbra as close T

as abouL 1/2 inch (1.2 cm) to the ghL of midlinFT‘\ \
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Bullet Recoveory:

A deoformad bullet (later identified as .22 caliber) is

recovered at the terndnus of the wound path just described

at 8:40 A.M., June 6, 19GE€. There 1s a unilateral,

transverse deformaticon, the contour of which is indicated

on an acconpanying diagran.  The initials, TH, and the numbers

31 are placod on the base of the bullet for future identifi-~

caticn. The usual evidence cnvelene is preparcd. The L////
bullet, so marked and so enclosed as _evidepce, is given to

Scrgcant W. Jordan, Ng___L&] Pamnart Detectives, Las Anhgeles d?’
Pollce Doportment, at 8:49 A.M. this date for further studics. fyb‘
s 8:49 M.

An irrecqularly bordered and somewhat elliptical zonc of
variably mottlced recent ecchymesis 1s present in the
superior-medisl axillary uk* cn the right, in the zones of
wounds of cntry Wo. 2 and No. 3 specially the former. The
ecchynosis measures 3-1/2 % 1-1/2 inches (9 x 3.8 cm) overall.
with the right upper cuntremity ciitended completely upward
(longitudinally). ‘ :
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Examination of ceiling tile.
X-Ray.
Microscopic examination of foldstein and
Stroll bullets, ‘

7¢00 a.,m. =~
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! ! June 6, 1968 -~ Thurmsday
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8:30 a.m,

Meeting with Rampart Detectives.

9:30 a.m,
10:00 a.m, Infrared otudies of Kennedy's coat.

11:00 a.m., = Regqular lab work.

:15 p.m. -~

4:00 p.m. =~ End of Watch. M'év/”-‘ /‘0

Comparison of
Wy

Fnd of Watch.

— aseee———

:00 p.m, -

:00 a.,m.

. 1968 - Priday

7:00 a.m, - Laboratory Work.

8:00 a.m. =~ Reported to Grand Jury.

Microscopic and chemical test on Xennely's coat.

10:00 a.m, -~

2:55 p.m,

Grand Jurv.

3:00 p.m.
End of watch.

: 5:00 p.m.

1968 - Saturday

:00 a.m, -

1968 - Sunday

Meetino, Room 618, Parker Center.

r'nd of wat
Cp7ﬁ‘*“i/2&é4c

!
} June 9,
i ?:30 a.m. -~

4:00 p.m. -
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Recoived Kenneldy bullet from anpart Detcctivea.

£ Kennedy and Goldstein bulletn.

Cascade Cartridge Company - Telephoned.

WW
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Chronograph tests on minl-mag ammunition -
Iver Johnson - California State Ceollece

2" .
at Long Beach. (MJWJJ«” - |DH ?)
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disturting on that particular point.
Q Would ycu articulate on those factors?
Would you like to?

> A Well, Exhlblt 47 is an envelope preparvd

re

—

by Dr. Noguchi at the time the bullet fhat's enclosed

. — [P

therein at the time of the autopay, and he has made cerfaln

— R

notatlons on that envelope and one of Lhem is a notation

that tnere are five grooves on uhe bu let in that envelope

— _ L

But as a mqtter of facL, thls is not truc‘ There are

six groovas on thls bullet in bhhlblt 7.

——

Now, this may not mean anything in

particular except mangTAI think Dr, Noguchi and Mr., John
- C e e {
Minor found these grooves on the bullet right following tre !

réﬁdValrof the bullel from the Senator's body. Maybe t@gx |

didn't count right; I don't know.‘nBut at least the o

envelope says there are five grooves and the report that's

in there now has six grooves, and this is a conflict that

I think deserves some explanation or investigation.

Because bullets don't grow grooves.' 7
Q Did you examine the transcript in

the“§}y@an case to see whether or not this particular

observation that you just made was the subject of concern

for the defense attorney in’that particular case, or for

A My PBCOllCCL‘On 15 it 1sn't even

- e

mentioned. Exhibit 47 is mentioned but nor that the exhlblt
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itself ohOW& there are five grooves, whﬂreas the -- ‘to my
T —— -

mpnttoned, that ls, the numbpr of them, in the ent1re»

Waolfer transcr~pt I must admlt I haven't read the

—— ///47{/1,,%( ‘:/ Jx(/(JS‘ (7[

Q Did you examine Exhibit 517 I think

transcript of the whole case,

we refer to that as the Stroll bullet., I think it came
from one of the victims inthat particular case.

A I examined all of those bullets, yes.
Q And insofar as Exhibit 51 is concerned,
do you recall it? v»
| A Oh, vaguély. I think this is the one
that -- well, you see, there were qulte a number of them.
I think tie Stroll bullet -- well, I would have to have my
notes to be sure, but I think this is a deformed bullet that
probably had ricocheted from the floor.

| Q Did you form thelopiﬁion it was a

twenty two caliber bullet?

A Yes.

Q  Did you conduct any scientific tests

on that particular bullet, Exhibit 517
A No, T'didn't conduct any scientific
test. I took pictures of it, ’

Q Do you have any evidence that indicates

-that that particﬁlar bullet, Exhibit 51, did not come from

Irwin Stroll'é leg?
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SUPLRVISOR WARD: And the manner in which

that was done?

The bullet that you yemoved from tha
neck of Senator Kennedy later was introduced to the Grand

as evidence in thebtrial;itself. RN

In the trial, was it known as Exhibit 477]

DR, NOGUCHI: Yes, sir.. :
SUPERVISOR WART: Did vou have ocgasion o
re~examine that bullet, Exhibit 47, a few.weeks ago?

: DR. NOGUCHI: Yes, Ona the Apxil 19, 1974

I wag invited to examine Exhibit 47 at the storage placa

of the Criminal Court Building.

- SUPERVISOR WARD: - Lat me:explain, Doctor,
to tha people here that on that date that you described in
‘April,I haé arranged a court order for the photography by
the Balliscan camera from your department of many of the
evidence bullets in the Senator Kennedy-cass,-and I wanted,

at that time, since thi= was th-irAfir-taruappcqrunce, I

wanted. at that time to agk you-to be present.so-you.could re-|

examine the bullet known as Exhibit No. 47. - ... :

e Did you find a marking againiop the
base of the bullet?

DR. NOGUCHI: Yes, I did.

SUPERVISOR WARD: And it was substantially

the marking that you had placed in June of 19€8, in_your

opinign?
DR, NOGUCIY: Yes, aix.
SUPCRVISOR WARD: How many grooves did the
o2 s I » , ’ L ) .
‘bullst hava7 it GEA sl 0 s S e o S
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To the court the evicence scemed to be so overwhelming that
i the few riddles which appeared ot the periphery did net seem worth

tne effort required to solve thew. There was, for example, the testinony
of witnesses who saw Sirhan with two "well-dressed middle-aged gentlenen”
on the day of the assassination and even in the Hatel Ambassador. The
“ventlemen” never appeared again, not even in the cnurt records,

And thern there was the autopsy report of Dr, Thomas Nopuchi,
the internaticially-famous Los Angeles coroner, He performed tte
autopsv in the presence nf government pathalngists sent from “ashington,
He had determined that Kennedy was shot at a distuace of hetween one-half
inch vl one-and-a-half Inches (and fncluding all possidble mistakes, up
to % oinches), Accordingly, the %Xfller must have held the wmutder weapon
right up to Veuneds o at point blank range, This, however, was in dilect
contradiction to the testimony aof all those wlitnesses who saw Sirhan fite,
Not one of them saw Slrhan's pistol come closer than one-half yard to
Kewedy's body, Most of them, in fact, testificd tao a distance of tout

. ane yard,

act Doy Noguchi perhaps wade 4 milstake? O had the witnessee,

q Do, Hoguehi ctuck Yy e results of hia autopay == even aftee o dopnty

P S

e e T e —

distoler attorney asked hin 0f he cas conpletely cure abnnt it, or
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fe would Tike 1o tike the opportunlty ta carrect his
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featfeon ot thlie ciwes The sronecut fan finally concluded, §+ un .t
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