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§ SUPERVISOR WARD: Thank you, Doctor, for ,
: i
g joining us, ;
Just for the record, would ycu restate
Your name? i
DR. NOGUCHI: Cr. Thomas T. Moguchi,
i
! N-o=g-u-c-h-1, ?
SUPERVISOR WARD: And title and occupation.
| DR. NOGUCHT: My title iz the Chief Medical
i
Examiner, Coroner for the County of Los Angeles. 3
| SUPERVISOR WARD: Thank vou for joining us ‘
! this mormning. g
f Doctor, we're referring to the g
% assassination of Senator Xennedy. Did you, on the date
t i
E of June 6, 1368, rerform an autopsy examination on the body |
! /
g of the late senator? 5
é DR. NOGUCHI: Yes, eir. ;
é SUPERVISOR WARD: And 4id vou, in the courno ?
3 of that examination, rucever spent bullets from the hody ;
E of the late senator? j
; PR, NOGUCHI: Yes, I did. ;
| |
L SUPERVISOR WARD: liow many bulletg? |
; |
{ DR. NOGUCHI: I recovered one bullet from
j ,
é the back of the nechk of the senator. E
; SUPZRVISOR WARD: Were there bullets in %
: i
| addition? !
i DR. NOGUCHI: That was the nearly-complete g
§
- bullat. There 7ere A pumhber of fragrents which were 5
|

retained in ocur office. Those fracments were toc small o

do_any comparison_analysis.,
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SUPERVISCOR WARD: I see,

So then the most nearly-perfect bullet

was that from the neck of the senator's body? 5
DR, NOGUCHTI: Yes.

SUPRRVISOR WARD: Did you, at the time you

recovered that bullet, identify {t in anv fashion whatever?

DR, WNOGUCHI: Yes. I nplaced my characteriastic
!
g

initial, T.N., and the last three coronor's numbers, 3, 1,
31.

Thesn two items were placed on the
base of the bullaet for purpeae of future identification.

SUPLRVISOR WARD: What device did you use to

accomplish that marking?

DR. NOGUCHI: I have a special instrument --
which is sharp, polinted instrument in the autopsy room, i
which T use regularly,

SUPLRVISCR WARD: Is the autopsy room well-
lighted?

DR. NOGUCHI: VYes.

SUPERVISOR WARD: Did you, at the time vou
removed the bullet and sither before or aftar vou placed
your idantification on {t, count the number of GrOovVes on
the bullet?

DR, NOGUCHI: Yes, T d4id.

o

SUPERVISOR WARD: HHow many grooves did you

LR, NOGUCHI: At that time, T quickly counted

2 land and a groove number which I thoucht was a fiv=a, and
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land and the qgroove ratio was one to one, and a right-hand

twist,

SUPCRVISOR WARD: Was anybody accompanying
you in that examination, or were you alone as ycu counted
the grooves?

CR. NOGUCHT: T was alone. However, if I

just -- just tn make a comment, I was just trving to account

the grcoves in this fashion, and T thought I counted five,
SUPERVISOR WARD: Your competence in the

counting or examination, have vou had forensic training?
DR, HNOGUCHI: Yes. Forensic pathology is

the one that covers the wound. Ballistics az well --

although, the exact striation and identification of weapon

is not our fileld, however I believe I have sufficient genera)

knowledge to acquaint aeneral matter regarding a bullet.
SUPERVISOR WARD: Therefore, did you have
training or cxperience {n a crime lab prior to taking your

ogition?

3

DR, NOGUCH

fan

o Yes, A part of training that
I went through at the first-year staff of the Los Angeles
County Coroner's office to spend near -- I will say about
two months on and on ~-- the Los Angeles Peolice Department

Crime Laboratory to acquaint to various criminal --

criminalistic precedures including identification of firearms

SUPEPVISOR waRD: and with this fraining
and experience, would it have included the counting of
arooves?

LR, NOGUCHYI:  Yes,

S
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SUPTIRYVISONR WARD:  And the manner in which

that was done?

The bhullet that you romoved from the
neck of Senator Rennedy later waa introduced to the Grand
Jury as evidence in the trial itsel€,
In the trial, was it known ag Exhibit 477
DR, NOGUCHI: Yes, air.
SUPERVISOR WARD: Did yvou have cccanion tn
re~examine that bullet, Txhibit 47, a fow weeks aqo? {
DR, NOGUCHT: Yas. On the Aporil 19, 1874
I was invited to examine fxhibit 47 at the atcrage place

of the Criminal Ceourt Ruilding,

SUPRRVISOR WARD: Let me explain, Doctor,
to the people here that on that date that you described in
April,I had arranqged a court order for tho photography by
the Balliscan camera from vour department of many of the
evidence bullets in the Sanator Kennedy case, and I wanted,
at that time, since this wan their firat reappearance, T
wanted at that time %o ask you to be present so you could ro-!
axamine the bullet known as FExhibit Mo, 47, !

pid you find a marking again on the ’
base of the bullet? f

DR, NOGCUCHY: Yes, T aid,. %

SUPERVISOR WARD: Aad it was substantially :
the marking that you had placed in June of 1968, in vour
opinion?

‘DP. HACTICHT . vYes, air.

SUPFRVISHD WARD:  How many qrooves did the

hullet hava?‘
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DR. HOGUCHI: Under gsaparate conditions,

I under less pressur?, so to speak, I countad again and again

and agalin, many times., Tt appears siv grocvea which one was

|
| rather daformed on one aide which may have becn the reaszon

for my reading in thd first time as a five, lands and quOVQs}

i
i

SUPETVISOR WARD: All right,
Or. Moguchi, at the auggestion of your
office we prepared or had prepared some diagrams. vould

you pleasa atep te the charts to {llustrate for us the

'
i

ballistics entry into the body of Senator rennedy as

portrayed by these diagrams?

Mra. Pinchuk will azaist you in thia,

| The doctor will describe “he lecation

, of the wounds and the trajactory of the bullets in its ;

i

| passage through or into the bodv of the sonator.

DP. NOCUCHI: For the purpoae of i{dentification,

I placed -- three cunshot wounds by labeling "Gunshot wound

“o. 1 through Yo. 3." These numbers -- not necessary %o

indicate a sequential event, however. Tha gqunshot wound

Ho. 1 was the fatal aqunshot vound which wag found on the

right. mastoid brhind the right car. This was labeled, in
»aY autopsy report, aunsiot wound Yo, 1.

The direction of the gunshot wound went

i
b}
=

@]
3

| from the back to the front and aligh%tly upward. It
1
point out (indicating), like this. Of course, I am referrine
to it as a direction as the Jdaceased person 1is in a sthilding

i pasition,

The gunshot~wound tract penctrates the




