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TEST FIRINGS

Test firings were conduct%d on June 11, 1968, using a weapop and
ammunition gupplied by the Los Angeles Police Department as being
of the most nearly identical manufacture possible to that of the
fatal weapon. An arsa adjacent to the firing fange on the Los
Angeles Police Academy was utilized. Personnel ‘consisted of

Drs. Holloway and Noguchi, Mr. DeWtayne Wolfer and Sgt. William

J." Lee. Preliminary studies were with a target composed of a
single layer of muslin over 3/8 inch (9 mn) gypsum boaxd.

The muzzle was perpendicular to the target unless otherwise noted. .

A firm contact firing shows a-circnlar'defect about 3/8 inch
(9 mm) in Qiameter, surrounded by a ccncentric zone of powder

" deposition about 7/8 inch (22 mm) in diameter and sometimes having

a2 multi-laminar configuration at the periptery. These are on the
outer surface of the muslin. Alsco evident on the under surface

is a concentric zone of pale soot desposition about 3 inches (7.5 cm)
in diameter. ) -

At a 1/4 inch muzzle distance, there is a 5/16 by 1/4 inch (7.5 x

6 mm) defect with transverse ripping of the fabric over a zone

1-1/2 inches (3.8 ca) in length and about evenly divided bilaterzally.
Also present is a concentric zonz of dense, dark gray discoloration -

* one inch (2.5 cm} in diameter with irregular “clouding” within a

zone up to 2-1/2 inches (6.3 cm) in diameter. Several faint
radial’ smudges are identifiec as correspon2ing roughly with the -
known land-and-groove characteristics of the test weapon. -
A firing at 1/2 inch muzszle distance is similar in configuration
except for the absence of ripping of the target fabric and absence
of land-and-groove. "puffs.” Visually detected powder residue is
?igsen§ in a zone having- a maximum diameter -of about 6 inches-

cm) . : ) . ) - g

2t one inch distance there is the uzual cen;rél defect and dense -

but comparatively homogeneous smudging up to a radius of 1-5/8
inches (4.2 mm).’ R : . ;

A firing at 2 inch muzzle distance shous fairly homogenecus bt
comparatively lighter smudgirg uvp tc a ragius of 2-1/4 inches
(5.6 cm). Discrete tattoo particles are now seen in a central
Zone up to 7/8 inch (2.2 cn) in radius.

The 3 inch distance firing shows pale mottling of powder residus
within a radius up to 2-1/4 inchas (5.6 cu), as well as finely
%isgers?d powder granules up to a radius of about 1-3/4 inches

. Cinj . .- n

At 4 inches there-is a pale smudging zone up to 1-3/4. inches

(4.4 ‘er) in radius. In sharp contrast, discrete powder tattoo .
Particles are identified out to a radius as much as 2 inches (5 cm).
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Q People's 58 1s a black and white photograph,

People's Exhibits 56 and 57 are in color.

3

Could you tell us, sir, 1f there was a particula
reason so far as you were concerned or with respect to the
accuracy of your experiment why you required colored
photogrephs in 56 and 57%

A Tn the case of Exhibits 56 and 57 you were
dealing with an unknown.

MR. COOPER: With a what?

THEE WITHESS: An unknown from the standpolnt that we
do not know 1f, because of the tissue there, without geeling
it, whether or not it was actually tnere, s0 color indlcates
that and not some otner materia}. It lndicabtes the basic
tattoo pastern and not rome forelgn material that 1s not
black, 3% mlzht be blood or something else, so the
colored photorraph 13 essential from the standpoint of
the body and the uniliown tlssue surroundlng it at that btime.

In the case of ocur experiment 1t 1s something

different. |
Q BY ¥R, FITTS: At the time you gertrnrmed the

particular firing experiment cf which 58 is & photograph,
oo T T e

as illustrative, ¢id you use the gun, People's 6 in evidance?
A No, we did not use thi gun We used a gun
\ VU R

which was the e: act rake and Lod el and wi*hin a very close | .

4+

serlal number of this weapon. At that particular time 77 4
b=

the gun was iﬂ the Gourt exhibits and wWwas unavailable for us

7y w/é/u b esfencgr,

o)
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Q How 1 noticed you said you used gnother

revolyer similar lo pattern, size and make and modal Lo

Feople's Exhibit No. 67 (bt b n Z%iéb*ﬁﬁ”“j“4‘9

A That is gcoxrxect,
Jou —
7
Q ind have since made a comparison belween the

revolver that you used ead Peuple's Zxhibit Mo, & chat is

hery ox not \

in evidence for the purpose of determloing wi

this makes the same test pattern?

A This would be impossibla No, I have not.

The revolver was not available.
Q You say Lt wasa't possible to use the ravolves

that was in evidence?
—_— TN

A t wasn't avallable,
Q well, it was in evidence? 4
.. Fanad

A Yzs.

Q You could have gotten a court oxdex?

3
MR, BOWARL:  Lrgumentative. i
ohlrie R T T

Mk, CCOUER:  Your Honex plesge --

was that you could

et [

—>> THE COURT: Whai you weuntto a2

have opplicd fox a court order. Trhac is as far ags you

could go, of course.
MR, CLUFLR: But woulda't thz Court teke judicial nctl
E— /__—’—-————"—'—“‘—\

of the fact it would be prauted?

THE COURY: Cextainly.
faaiindhitalh
Q KY YR, COU¥ER: Dlc you make an applicaticn fex

a Court order?
e
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A I ssked for the gun o be Lel 2ased to nme,
Q Whor did you angyM— T PR
A I d:;éa”the District Attorney's Office tr;j}y
Q Yo&nmean they gaid "Fo" or ahaL iL would

be too much trouble?
Q Well, if h» wants to objeet to it, he can,
A I ;ﬂﬁ.xold thaL

the gun would not he roles:s
_ @@

foxr any furcher tests until they had a Court ordexr

gpproved by different counsel as such and there was vover

any time that they could get it approved, That was my

uvnderstanding, .
T T T i \\
Q Neow, 1s it your oplaion, did you say, ;

chat \

il you fired a tesv pattern of veoplets txnhibit HWo, 6

3

and 1s the rcvolvcr _You U‘LC still ﬂVuilﬁbl“?(?QL{C/{>:/

—

A ch,

the revolver is

autll

Q In your prohessional opinion would that fire

the same test pattern as People'’s Eshibit Mo, 62

A Yes, within the tolerances thar I have
allowed,

Q Vhat are the tolerances you hove allowed?

A I have allowed in this inetance a good double

of the air accurucies wirain the ranges of calculation,

and may I explain that?

Q Certaianly.
A When 1 gy approximately one ifoch, when you

|
/
_available. (/ /féL;{)

oo e Hogmriy S Wl o e 57 .

T Ty 29 /949




